
 

 

WBC Sesquicentennial Regatta 

DBC-WBC Annual Summer Regatta Rules  

 
The DBC-WBC Annual Regatta is a sprint competition with events for singles, pairs, doubles, 
coxed fours, quads, and eights.  The regatta is open to High School and Club women and men in 
U-17, Youth, Open, and Masters categories.  The regatta is typically held on the last Saturday of 
June on the Detroit River.  The regatta alternates hosts between Detroit Boat Club and 
Wyandotte Boat Club. 
 
With 2025 being Wyandotte Boat Club’s 150th anniversary, this year’s regatta is designated the 
WBC Sesquicentennial Regatta.  
 
Club Eligibility: The DBC-WBC Regatta is a club and scholastic rowing regatta and may be limited 
by the discretion of the regatta committee to facilitate a one day event. 
 
Definitions: 

●​ U-17 - A rower may compete in the U17 (Under 17) category until December 31 of the year in 
which they turn 16. 

●​ YOUTH - A Youth is a Competitor who in the current calendar year does not attain the 
age of 19, or who in the current calendar year does not attain the age of 20 and has 
been continuously enrolled in secondary school as a full-time student seeking a diploma. 
A Competitor thus ceases to be a Youth after December 31 of the year of their 18th 
birthday (U19), or after December 31 upon completion of the 12th grade of secondary 
school, having been a full-time student within the year of their 19th birthday (U20). 
Athletes older than U20 are never eligible to compete as Youth. 

●​ OPEN- The Open category has no age restrictions and is open to any athlete regardless 
of age. 

●​ MASTERS - A rower may compete as a Master from the beginning of the calendar year 
during which they reach the age of 21. 

●​ COXSWAIN - may be of either gender, and of any skill or age classification 
(notwithstanding the age maximum). It is recommended that schools use experienced 
coxswains in U-17 events.  There is no weight minimum for coxswains. 

 
Gender - Boys shall not row in girl's events. Girls shall not row in boy's events. Coxswains are 
exempted from this limitation. 
 
Masters- The age category of a Masters Crew shall be determined by the average age of the 
rowers in the crew, rounded down to the nearest whole number. The age of a coxswain shall not 
be counted. The ages of individual rowers need not fall within the age category, so long as each 
rower is a master and so long as the average age of the crew falls within the applicable category.  
Individuals whose age places them in the AA category (age 21-26) may now compete in any age 



category where the average age of the boat falls within that specific age category.   A masters 
crew may compete in a lower (younger) age category but not in a higher category. Handicapping 
will be done following the USRowing formula. 
 
Category Ages 
AA 21-26 
A 27-35 
B 36-42 
C 43-49 
D 50-54 
E 55-59 
F 60-64 
G 65-69 
H 70-74 
I 75-79 
J 80-84 
K 85+ 

 
Number of events a rower may enter - A rower may be entered in unlimited events.  There 
MUST be at least 4 events between a rower’s events to accommodate hot seating. 
 
Race Organization: 

●​ An event must contain at least two entries to constitute a race. 
●​ Races will have a floating start, and course lanes are not buoyed. 
●​ Races will be run as flights.  If the number of race entries requires multiple flights, finish 

times between flights will be compared to determine an overall placing for the purpose 
of awarding medals. 

●​ The Regatta Committee reserves the right to redraw events if the number of scratches 
warrants such changes. 

●​ Masters 1x races are 1000m in length.  All other events are 1500 meters. All races are 
against the current.  

●​ See the Regatta Central event list for approximate race timing.  The regatta organizers 
are targeting 10-minute centers, but race timing may be delayed from what is posted 
due to the number of event flights or other factors. 

●​ Races will be announced via a public address system, but rowers are responsible for 
being at the starting line at race time. 

 
ENTRIES: Entries are due on Regatta Central on the date and time established for that year’s 
event (Omitting any of the following items will disqualify your entries). 

●​ Online payment is due when submitting entries via Regatta Central. 
●​ Printed waivers are required for all competitors.  Please have all athletes complete the 

waiver posted to the event Regatta Central page.  A team representative must provide all 
completed waivers when checking in at the regatta venue. 

 



SCRATCH FEES:  Any team who scratches an entry after the close of entries will forfeit their 
entry fee. Those scratching after the start of the Regatta (including not showing-up to the start) 
will forfeit their entry fee and be assessed a $50.00 Scratch Fee, to be paid prior to competition 
by any other boat from that team, in subsequent races. 
 
I.D.: All rowers are required to have identification to prove age if requested by a regatta official. 
 
Equipment:  Each school/club/or individual shall provide its own equipment.  All boats must be 
equipped with a protective bow ball, bow number clip, quick release shoes and heel ties. Bow 
coxed boats shall have openings sized in accordance with the Rules of Rowing of the United 
States Rowing Association. Boats not so equipped shall be barred from launching. 
 
Unsportsmanlike Conduct: Unsportsmanlike Conduct which includes but is not limited to foul, 
abusive or profane language WILL NOT be permitted at the Regatta Site before, during or after 
any racing by Competitors or Team Officials, and that such Conduct may result in immediate 
Disqualification from the Race or future Races at the Discretion of the Regatta Chairman. 
 
AWARDS: 
Medals will be awarded for three places for all events provided there are 4 or more entries. 
Medals for 1st and 2nd if 3 entries, and medal for only 1st if 2 entries. 

 
PROTESTS: 
All protests must be made at the finish line by the stroke or coxswain by raising their hand. 
The referee will listen to the protesting crew and decide if the protest is valid. If, in the 
opinion of the referee, the protest is valid, the referee will raise a red flag. The crew or its 
representative shall confirm their protest by submitting to the regatta chairman, not later than 
one (1) hour after the race, a written statement setting out the facts and reasons for their 
protest together with the sum of $50.00. Only if the protest is upheld will $50.00 be returned. 
 
Additional Rules: 
The balance of the DBC-WBC Regatta Rules shall be the Rules of Rowing of the United States 
Rowing Association as enforced by the Regatta Chairperson. 
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